
National Survey on Drug Use and Health
Youth Obtaining Alcohol

Ages 12-20 

62.8%

39.5%

Adults 21+ Supplied Alcohol Someone Under 21 Supplied Alcohol
Source: 2010 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, an annual survey representative of the civilian, non-institutionalized population of the U.S. aged 12 years old or older conducted by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, 2011: http://www.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2k10ResultsTables/Web/PDFW/Sect6peTabs67to70.pdf Table 6.69B
The 2010 survey is based on interviews with approximately 67,500 respondents ages 12 and older. The survey covers residents of households (living in houses/townhouses, apartments, condominiums, etc.), persons in non-institutional group 
quarters (e.g., shelters, rooming/boarding houses, college dormitories, migratory workers' camps, halfway houses), and civilians living on military bases. Current use is use in the past 30 days. Note: Respondents with unknown responses were 
excluded. *Note: Got it some other way: From Friend or Acquaintance, Unspecified Age and Method. Respondents were permitted to specify other sources for most recent alcohol use in the past month. This source is one of the most commonly 
reported other sources for most recent alcohol use in the past month.
Question: “Did you buy this last alcoholic beverage yourself, or did you give money to someone else to buy it for you?” (I bought it myself; I gave money to someone else who bought it for me)
Question: “Who bought the alcoholic beverage for you?” (My parent or guardian bought it for me; Another family member who is 21 or older bought it for me; Someone not related to me who is 21 or older bought it for me; Someone under age 21 
bought it for me.)
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Source: 2010 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, an annual survey representative of the civilian, non-institutionalized population of the U.S. aged 12 years old or older conducted by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, 2011: http://www.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2k10ResultsTables/Web/PDFW/Sect6peTabs67to70.pdf Table 6.69B
The 2010 survey is based on interviews with approximately 67,500 respondents ages 12 and older. The survey covers residents of households (living in houses/townhouses, apartments, condominiums, etc.), persons in non-institutional group 
quarters (e.g., shelters, rooming/boarding houses, college dormitories, migratory workers' camps, halfway houses), and civilians living on military bases. Current use is use in the past 30 days. Note: Respondents with unknown responses were 
excluded. *Note: Got it some other way: From Friend or Acquaintance, Unspecified Age and Method. Respondents were permitted to specify other sources for most recent alcohol use in the past month. This source is one of the most commonly 
reported other sources for most recent alcohol use in the past month.
Question: “Did you buy this last alcoholic beverage yourself, or did you give money to someone else to buy it for you?” (I bought it myself; I gave money to someone else who bought it for me)
Question: “Who bought the alcoholic beverage for you?” (My parent or guardian bought it for me; Another family member who is 21 or older bought it for me; Someone not related to me who is 21 or older bought it for me; Someone under age 21 
bought it for me.)
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Source: 2010 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, an annual survey representative of the civilian, non-institutionalized population of the U.S. aged 12 years old or older conducted by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
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Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, 2011: http://www.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2k10ResultsTables/Web/PDFW/Sect6peTabs67to70.pdf Table 6.69B
The 2010 survey is based on interviews with approximately 67,500 respondents ages 12 and older. The survey covers residents of households (living in houses/townhouses, apartments, condominiums, etc.), persons in non-
institutional group quarters (e.g., shelters, rooming/boarding houses, college dormitories, migratory workers' camps, halfway houses), and civilians living on military bases. Current use is use in the past 30 days. 
Note: Respondents with unknown responses were excluded.
*Note: Got it some other way: From Friend or Acquaintance, Unspecified Age and Method. Respondents were permitted to specify other sources for most recent alcohol use in the past month. This source is one of the most 
commonly reported other sources for most recent alcohol use in the past month.
Question: “Did you buy this last alcoholic beverage yourself, or did you give money to someone else to buy it for you?” (I bought it myself; I gave money to someone else who bought it for me)
Question: “Who bought the alcoholic beverage for you?” (My parent or guardian bought it for me; Another family member who is 21 or older bought it for me; Someone not related to me who is 21 or older bought it for me; 
Someone under age 21 bought it for me.)



Centers For Disease Control 
2009 Youth Risk Behavior Survey

H 9th 12th G d P t M th D i k U ll G t Al h lHow 9th-12th Grade Past Month Drinkers Usually Get Alcohol

4.8% 1.6% 0.6% Someone gave it to me
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Source: 2009 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  The YRBS is an in-school survey of students in grades 9 through 12.  Students completed self-
administered questionnaires in their classrooms. In 2009, the national sample consisted of 16,410 responses from 158 schools.
Note to surveyed: This includes drinking beer, wine, wine coolers, and liquor such as rum, gin, vodka, or whiskey.   For these questions, drinking alcohol does not include drinking a few sips of 
wine for religious purposes.  http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/yrbs/index.htm. http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/pdf/national_usersmanual_yrbs.pdf pg 63.
Note: This does not include those answering “I did not drink alcohol during the past 30 days.”
Question: During the past 30 days, how did you usually get the alcohol you drank? (I did not drink alcohol during the past 30 days; I bought it in a store such as a liquor store, convenience store, 
supermarket, discount store, or gas station; I bought it at a restaurant, bar, or club; I bought it at a public event such as a concert or sporting event; I gave someone else money to buy it for me; 
Someone gave it to me; I took it from a store or family member; I got it some other way)


